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South Indian Odyssey
15 Nights / 16 Days

Meals

15 Breakfasts, 1 Dinner

Fully Escorted

Private Air-Conditioned Vehicle with English Speaking Driver/Guide (The car and
driver will be at your disposal for the entire trip)

Trip Route: 

Chennai - Mahabalipuram - Pondicherry - Tanjore - Trichy - Chettinad - Madurai - Munnar
- Periyar - Backwaters Resort - Backwaters Houseboat - Kochi (Cochin)



Trip Summary

Vibrant India Tours - A Colourful Journey
Chennai, Welcome to Incredible India
The Residency Towers, Chennai - Standard - The Residency Towers
GRT Grand Hotel - Deluxe - GRT Grand Hotel
Check in at The Raintree St Marry's Road - Premium - The Raintree

Explore Chennai
Meals - Breakfast Included.

Chennai - Mahabalipuram (Approx. 1 hour and 30 minutes drive)
Mahabalipuram - Pondicherry (Approx. 2 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Atithi, Pondicherry - Standard - Atithi
Le Pondy Beach Resort - Deluxe - Le Pondy
The Residency Towers, Pondicherry - Premium - The Residency Towers

Pondicherry, French & Tamil Flavour
Meals - Breakfast Included.

Pondicherry - Tanjore (Approx. 4 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Hotel Parisutham - Standard - Hotel Parisutham
Ideal River View Resort - Deluxe - Ideal River View Resort
SVATMA Heritage Hotel - Premium - SVATMA Heritage Hotel

Tanjore - Trichy (Approx. 1 hour drive)
Trichy - Chettinad/Karaikudi (Approx. 1 Hour and 30 Minutes drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Check in at Chettinadu Mansion - Standard - Chettinadu Mansion
Check in at The Bangala - Deluxe - The Bangala
Check in at CGH Earth - Visalam - Premium - CGH Earth - Visalam

Explore Chettinad
Meals - Breakfast Included.

Day 1

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

Day 7
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Chettinad - Madurai (Approx. 2 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Hotel Jc Residency, Madurai - Standard
Fortune Pandiyan Hotel, Madurai - Deluxe - Fortune Pandiyan Hotel Madurai
Heritage Madurai - Premium - Heritage

Madurai - Munnar, Scenic Drive (Approx. 4 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
The Leaf Munnar Resort - Standard - The Leaf Munnar Resort
Elephant Passage Resort - Deluxe - Elephant Passage Resort
Fragrant Nature - Munnar - Premium - Fragrant Nature - Munnar

Munnar Sightseeing
Meals - Breakfast Included.

Munnar - Periyar, Spicy & Wild (Approx. 3 hours drive)
Evening Kalaripayattu Martial Arts Show
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Merryweather Resort Thekkady - Standard - Merryweather Resort Thekkady
Elephant Court Hotel, Thekkady - Deluxe - Elephant Court Hotel Thekkady
Spice Village Resort, Thekkady - Premium - Spice Village Resort Thekkady

Periyar - Backwaters Resort (Approx. 4 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Check in at Warmth Lake Haven - Standard - Warmth Lake Haven
Plumeria Lake Resort & Spa - Deluxe - Plumeria Lake Resort & Spa by The Zaahrah Hotels & Resorts
Gokulam Grand Resort & Spa - Premium - Gokulam Grand Resort & Spa

Backwaters Resort
Meals - Breakfast Included.

Backwaters Houseboat (Approx. 1 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast & Dinner Included.
Standard A/C Exclusive Houseboat
Deluxe A/C Exclusive Houseboat
Luxury A/C Exclusive Houseboat

Day 8

Day 9

Day 10

Day 11

Day 12

Day 13

Day 14
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Hoyseboat - Kochi (Approx. 2 hours drive)
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Gokulam Park Hotel Kochi - Standard - Gokulam Park Hotel Kochi
Casino Hotel - Deluxe - Casino Hotel
Le Méridien Kochi - Premium - Le Méridien Kochi

Kochi Departure
Meals - Breakfast Included.
Inclusions
Exclusions

Day 15

Day 16
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Day 1

Vibrant India Tours - A Colourful Journey

Chennai, Welcome to Incredible India
You will be greeted & assisted by our representative at Chennai international airport and later transferred to your hotel to
check in. Remaining time is at leisure till next day.

The Residency Towers, Chennai - Standard

GRT Grand Hotel - Deluxe

The Residency Towers
Sir Thyagaraya Rd, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, IN
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Check in at The Raintree St Marry's Road - Premium

GRT Grand Hotel
120 Sir Thyagaraya Rd, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, IN

The Raintree
Chennai, Tamil Nadu, IN, 600018
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Day 2

Explore Chennai
After breakfast, spend your day exploring Chennai. 

Your morning will be spent visiting the iconic 7th-century Kapaleeshwar Temple, Parthasarthy Temple, and the San
Thome Basilica, followed by a traditional South Indian lunch (own expense) in a local restaurant.

Later visit the 17th-century Fort Saint George before returning to your hotel.

Remaining time is at leisure till next day.

Meals - Breakfast Included.
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Day 3

Chennai - Mahabalipuram (Approx. 1 hour and 30 minutes drive)
After breakfast, check-out from the hotel to visit the ancient city of Mahabalipuram, a popular UNESCO World Heritage
Site located between Great Salt Lake and the Bay of Bengal. 

Mahabalipuram is famous for its rock carvings and the beautiful 7th century Shore Temple, Pancha Pandava Rathas
and Varaha Mandapa.

Mahabalipuram - Pondicherry (Approx. 2 hours drive)
Later, we will drive you to the Puducherry (formerly known as Pondicherry), an erstwhile French colony. Located along
the Bay of Bengal, this Union Territory offers bewitching views of swaying palms dotting pristine beaches, fishing villages,
great sea-food, quality wine and backwaters. 

Check-in to your beach resort and enjoy the rest of your day at leisure.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Atithi, Pondicherry - Standard
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Le Pondy Beach Resort - Deluxe

The Residency Towers, Pondicherry - Premium

Atithi
Sardar Vallabhai Patel Road, Puducherry, Union Territory of Puducherry, IN

Le Pondy
Nallavadu Post, No.3, Lake View Road, Pudukuppam
0413 304 0800

The Residency Towers
Anna Salai, Puducherry, Union Territory of Puducherry, IN, 605001
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Day 4

Pondicherry, French & Tamil Flavour
Today is all about adding French & Tamil experience to your holiday in India. 

The most apparent legacy of Pondy's colonial past is the French and Tamil quarters of the town; separated by a canal. 

Firstly visit the French Quarter, distinguished by the Goubert Avenue which runs along the Promenade Beach. The
manicured layout of the avenue is lined with heritage villas and buildings and statues - the most significant part of Pondy's
history. 

Then cross the canal to visit the Tamil Quarter which has its own architectural heritage, best demonstrated by restored
mansions (like Hotel Maison Perumal) which feature semi-public street verandahs, central courtyards and large windows.
The Tamil Quarter bustles with activity all day long and displays the Indian side of Pondicherry.

Afterwards, visit the unique Aurbindo Ashram, the city of dawn. This ashram promotes Aurbindo's ideas in bringing about
a synthesis of Yoga and modern science, so as to unite the spirit and matter. 

Later in the day, the tour will take you to Auroville, the township established in 1968 to celebrate the unity among human
beings. The world's largest solid crystal can be found in this township.

Meals - Breakfast Included.
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Day 5

Pondicherry - Tanjore (Approx. 4 hours drive)
Have delicious breakfast and we will drive you to your next destination Tanjore, a city with 1500 years of impressive
history. 

After brief refresh, visit 1000-year-old Brihadishvara temple, one of the largest temples in South India. The Sacred Bull
made from a single piece of stone is one of the significant highlights in the temple.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Hotel Parisutham - Standard

Ideal River View Resort - Deluxe

Hotel Parisutham
55 GA Canal Road, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, IN, 613001
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SVATMA Heritage Hotel - Premium

Ideal River View Resort
Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, IN, 613003
04362 250 533

SVATMA Heritage Hotel
No.4, Blake Higher Secondary School
+91 4362 273 222
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Day 6

Tanjore - Trichy (Approx. 1 hour drive)
Have delicious breakfast and take a drive to Trichy.

Visit the Rock Fort Temple Complex. It presides over Tiruchirappalli, perched on an immense rock that's said to be 3.8
billion years old (this makes it older than the Himalayas!). It's the city's most prominent landmark. The complex consists of
three Hindu temples, as well as a fort. 

Later visit the Jambukeshwar and Srirangam temples.

Trichy - Chettinad/Karaikudi (Approx. 1 Hour and 30 Minutes drive)
Later, leave for Chettinad.

The origin of Chettinad begins in the 13th century when the Nattukottai Chettiars migrated to Karaikudi.

The most endearing symbol of the Chettiar era has been the Chettinad homes. From cuisine, architecture, furniture and
customs, the rich and well-travelled Chettiars evolved a unique style combining western and eastern sensibilities. These
result in an experience found nowhere else in the world.

Check-in at your hotel and rest of the day is at leisure.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Check in at Chettinadu Mansion - Standard
Welcome to Chettinadu Mansion, in existence since 1902. Located in Kandukathan in Tamilnadu, declared as a Heritage
Village by the Government of India. The Mansion is spread over a sprawling 80,000 square feet in area. The Heritage of
the Mansion has been carefully protected and just 12 rooms are open to guests who get the privilege of privacy. The charm
of the resort is that it gives you the true experience of the life in the bygone era. The owners of the resort live in, to give you
an account of the village and the Mansion from the 1900s to the present day. But care has been taken for neat and careful
housekeeping of the Mansion for the best comfort of guests. The food is hygienic and the atmosphere is informal.
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Check in at The Bangala - Deluxe

Check in at CGH Earth - Visalam - Premium
Visalam was the splendid house that KVAL Ramanathan Chettiar built for his eldest daughter, Visalakshi, in Chettinad more
than a century ago. 

A half-century later it passed onto us bringing with it an unparalleled legacy.

Today at Visalam, one of our landmark heritage properties, you can bear witness to an ambiance that still exudes the spirit
of the times it was built in. Its character remains unchanged over the decades and faithfully recalls its original inspiration -
the touching saga of a father’s gift to his first daughter!

Chettinadu Mansion
Kanadukathan, Tamil Nadu, IN, 630103
04565 273 080

The Bangala
Devakottai Road, Karaikudi, Tamil Nadu, IN, 630001
04565 220 221

Page 14 of 32



CGH Earth - Visalam
Kanadukathan, Tamil Nadu, IN, 630103
04565 273 354
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Day 7

Explore Chettinad
After breakfast, visit the Athangudi Palace.

The place with its Italian marble, European Cherubs, Athangudi tiles, and elaborate chandelier will leave you awe-stricken.
As you wander within this mansion, you will also, come across a pictorial story on its walls.

Afterwards, go for Mansion Hopping. There are lots of abandoned mansions in and around Karaikudi. This is why
Mansion Hopping is one of the topmost things on your list of Karaikudi sightseeing. 

The best place to start is right next to the Raja’s palace in Kanadukathan. In fact, that particular village will overwhelm you
with the gargantuan abodes.

Visiting one of these will introduce you to the world of Mugappus and Valavus while showcasing the eco-friendly
architecture of the place.

End the day by Shopping at the Karaikudi Antique Market.

Shopaholic or not, you must visit the Karaikudi Antique Market. A tiny lane filled with artifacts from the abandoned homes of
Chettinad, the antique market of Karaikudi resembles a living museum. You can find the rare and original Ravi Varma
paintings as well as the bronze sculptures of yesteryears. For collectors, there are tons of coins and old black and white
pictures on sale. Antique furniture including metal benches, wooden pillars and artistic doors wait to find new homes.

Meals - Breakfast Included.
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Day 8

Chettinad - Madurai (Approx. 2 hours drive)
After breakfast, drive to Madurai.

Check-in at your hotel. After brief refresh, visit Tirumal Nayak Palaceconstructed in the Indo-Saracenic style in 1639 AD.
The curved dome, standing without the support of a girder or rafter, is an architectural feat. 

Pass by the Mariamman Teppakulam - the tank with mandapam in the center.

In the evening, you can plan to experience the night at popular Shree Meenakshi Temple. A procession takes place during
the ceremony where the bronze idol of Lord Shiva is taken to the bedchamber of the Hindu deity, Parvati.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Hotel Jc Residency, Madurai - Standard

Fortune Pandiyan Hotel, Madurai - Deluxe
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Heritage Madurai - Premium
Heritage Madurai rings with historic charm that echoes in every hallway and every room. Lounge by the Olympic-sized
temple tank pool, or luxuriate in a plunge pool in your own private villa. Dine under a 200 years old banyan tree, serenaded
by bird calls while enjoying the perfect meal prepared by your own personal chef, perfectly tempered to your particular taste
buds. Take a leisurely ‘historic’ walk through the corridors where every stone has a story to tell. There is more to Heritage
Madurai.

Fortune Pandiyan Hotel Madurai
Race Course, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, IN

Heritage
11 Melakkal Main Road, Kochadai
0452 238 5455

Bengkel Fail Meja, Bahagian Khidmat Pengurusan, Jabatan Pengajian Politeknik (1 Mac 2013 - 3 Mac 2013). JPP Wow!
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Day 9

Madurai - Munnar, Scenic Drive (Approx. 4 hours drive)
After breakfast, take a Scenic drive from to Munnar, which is one of the highlights of the day. Munnar, probably one of the
most enchanting hill stations in South India. Drive through lofty mountains of Western Ghats and admire the natural
beauty of rolling hills and green valleys.

Check-in at your hotel and enjoy an overnight stay.

Remaining time is at leisure till next day.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

The Leaf Munnar Resort - Standard

Elephant Passage Resort - Deluxe

The Leaf Munnar Resort
Chithirapuram PO, Anachal - Amakandam
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Fragrant Nature - Munnar - Premium

Elephant Passage Resort
Anachal, Kerala, IN, 685565

Fragrant Nature - Munnar
Munnar, Kerala, IN, 685612
04868 257 800
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Day 10

Munnar Sightseeing
After breakfast, leave for Eravikulam National Park in the morning to see Nilgiri Tahr, a mountain goat found only in the
Nilgiri Hills and the Western Ghats.

Eravikulam National Park (Closed for the months of February and March)

A wildlife park in the Kannan Devan Hills built to protect endangered animals such as the Nilgiri Tahr, a wild mountain goat
species. 

Offering a magnificent view of the nearby hills used as tea plantations, it’s one of the best places in Munnar for taking
photos.

Afterwards, proceed to Mattupetty Dam and capture the captivating views. Activities like horse riding and boating add
more fun to your visit to the Mattupetty Lake.

Later visit the Tea Estate. A beautiful high-altitude tea garden located outside of Munnar, the Tea Estate is a stunning part
of nature that any traveler has to see at least once! There is even an old factory on the plantation where you can watch
how tea is made and buy some souvenirs.

Meals - Breakfast Included.
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Day 11

Munnar - Periyar, Spicy & Wild (Approx. 3 hours drive)
After breakfast, the day starts with a scenic drive to Periyar National park, Thekkady. 

After brief refresh, be a part of wildlife boat ride over the beautiful Periyar Lake in Periyar National Park, one of the
prominent elephants reserves in India and admire the gorgeous natural surroundings. 

You can explore various species of animals and birds and might get a glimpse of wild elephants, boars and bison. 

Evening Kalaripayattu Martial Arts Show
In the evening attend 1 hour Kalaripayattu Martial Arts Show.

Kalaripayattu is a type of Traditional Martial Art of Kerala meant for entertainment in Kerala. This again is one of the
oldest forms existing in the world which has its origin in south India. 

Kalaripayattu the mother of all martial arts requires the knack and skill which can be performed only by well trained
masters. Crafted in ancient South India drawing inspiration from the raw power and sinuous strength of the majestic animal
forms - Lion, Tiger, Elephant, Wild Boar, Snake, and Crocodile. Kalaripayattu laid down the combat code of the Cholas, the
Cheras and the Pandyas. Shrouded in deep mystery and mists of secrecy Kalaripayattu was taught by the masters in total
isolation, away from prying eye.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Merryweather Resort Thekkady - Standard
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Elephant Court Hotel, Thekkady - Deluxe

Spice Village Resort, Thekkady - Premium
The Art of Nature

Spice village for us is a work of nature as much as it is a lofty expression of the imagination. We conceived the resort as a
village and approached its building the way you would a village - with local materials, native artisans, mountain spirit and
traditional wisdom in its creation. Though traditional in its conception, this is a ‘village’ that offers you all the comforts of a
city minus the noise, pollution and other urban ills that you can do without. Our interaction with the ecology of these hills is
symbiotic, influenced by the native people of these parts who have lived in harmony with their surroundings for generations.
They taught us about self-sustaining systems and also steward our organic gardens that put fresh vegetables, fruits and
spices on your tables every day.

Merryweather Resort Thekkady
PO, Kumily, Kerala, IN, 685509

Elephant Court Hotel Thekkady
Thekkady, P.O. Idukki District
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Spice Village Resort Thekkady
Kumily Road, Thekkady, Kerala, IN
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Day 12

Periyar - Backwaters Resort (Approx. 4 hours drive)
After breakfast, we will take you to your backwaters resort in Alleppey.

Today is all about relaxing at your backwaters resort on the banks on the backwater lagoons.

You can take part in different activities (own expense) offered by the resort like Yoga, Ayurveda Massage, Canal
Boating, Fishing, Cycling, Sunset Cruise, Kayaking and many more.

Spend your day at leisure.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Check in at Warmth Lake Haven - Standard

Plumeria Lake Resort & Spa - Deluxe

Warmth Lake Haven
Kuttanad Taluk, Kerala, IN, 688505
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Gokulam Grand Resort & Spa - Premium

Plumeria Lake Resort & Spa by The Zaahrah Hotels & Resorts
Cherthala, Kerala, IN, 688536

Gokulam Grand Resort & Spa
Kumarakom Boat Jetty Road, Kumarakom, Kerala, IN, 686563
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Day 13

Backwaters Resort
Today is all about relaxing at your backwaters resort on the banks on the backwater lagoons.

You can take part in different activities (own expense) offered by the resort like Yoga, Ayurveda Massage, Canal
Boating, Fishing, Cycling, Sunset Cruise, Kayaking and many more.

Spend your day at leisure.

Meals - Breakfast Included.
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Day 14

Backwaters Houseboat (Approx. 1 hours drive)
After breakfast, at appropriate time we will transfer you to the Backwaters Houseboat.

Undoubtedly, this houseboat cruise in the backwaters is the most outstanding highlight of a holiday in Kerala. It will be a
unique and exclusive experience in your lifetime. 

You will be cruising along the village sides and paddy fields witnessing the core life of the Kerala villages. 

Spend your afternoon and evening while sailing through the gorgeous backwaters of Kumarakom.

Stay overnight in the Houseboat.

(Breakfast and Dinner provided on the houseboat).

Meals - Breakfast & Dinner Included.

Standard A/C Exclusive Houseboat

Deluxe A/C Exclusive Houseboat
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Luxury A/C Exclusive Houseboat
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Day 15

Hoyseboat - Kochi (Approx. 2 hours drive)
This glorious day after breakfast, take a short drive to Kochi.

After brief refresh, start a guided sightseeing tour of Kochi/Cochin.

Explore St. Francis Church- the oldest church in India, the imposing Santa Cruz basilica built by the Portuguese, the
heritage sites of Fort Kochi and shop for antiques and spices. 

Chinese fishing nets, the Dutch Palace and Jewish Synagogue are other highlights of the tour. 

You will have several opportunities to find prized souvenirs such as spices and antiques while shopping at Jew Street.

KATHAKALI DANCE

Add a cultural tinge to the evening with a Kathakali dance performance at a popular cultural centre in Fort Kochi. The,
colourful dance is not merely a dance. It is an art form that comprises powerful storytelling with ritual, drama, and music.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Gokulam Park Hotel Kochi - Standard

Casino Hotel - Deluxe

Gokulam Park Hotel Kochi
Banerji Road, Kochi, Kerala, IN, 682017
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Le Méridien Kochi - Premium

Casino Hotel
Willingdon Island, Kochi, Kerala, IN

Le Méridien Kochi
Maradu, Kochi, Kerala, IN, 682304
+91 484 270 5777
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Day 16

Kochi Departure
This Morning after breakfast checkout from your hotel and at appropriate time you will be transferred to Kochi International
Airport for your flight for your onward journey. 

Board your flight and fly back with memories to cherish for life. Tour ends.

Meals - Breakfast Included.

Inclusions
All arrival and departure transfers.
Assistance at Airport on arrival.
All applicable taxes.
Entrance and Camera fees to the monuments and palaces.
Sightseeing as per the itinerary.
Sightseeing by an exclusive deluxe air-conditioned Vehicle with chauffeur as per the itinerary.
Accommodation at the specified hotels. 
01 Mineral water per person per day.
Daily buffet breakfast during your stay at all proposed destinations.
Services of English-speaking local tour guide during all sightseeing tours at Chennai, Mahabalipuram, Pondicherry,
Tanjore, Trichy, Chettinad, Madurai, Cochin (1 Day Only at each destination).
Houseboat stay.
Breakfast and Dinner during Houseboat stay.
Entrance to Periyar Reserve.
Boat safari at Periyar.
Kathakali dance performance in Kochi.

Exclusions
Anything not mentioned or “optional” or “own expense” in the itinerary.
Porterage at Hotels and Airports.
All Items of Personal Nature, Shopping, Tips, Insurance, Laundry, Liquors, Wine, Etc.
Meals not specified in Itinerary. 
Tips for staff, guide & driver.
International airfares unless specified. 
Optional, suggested, or unspecified activities. 
Insurance of any kind, Insurance and Medi claim.
Visa costs.
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